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Authentic  	

“An Authentic Believer:  Has Confident Faith”


1 John 3:21-24 
Dear friends, if we don’t feel guilty, we can come to God with bold confidence. 22  And we will receive from him whatever we ask because we obey him and do the things that please him. 23  And this is his commandment: We must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as he commanded us. 24  Those who obey God’s commandments remain in fellowship with him, and he with them. And we know he lives in us because the Spirit he gave us lives in us. 


What The Bible Says


1.  Guilt destroys confidence before God

21  Dear friends, if we don’t feel guilty, we can come to God with bold confidence.

OPPOSITE:  
If we DO feel guilty,
we CANNOT come to God with confidence!




John 15:7  
But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted!



“Guilt is to the soul like pain to the body”


2.  A clean heart is the doorway to effective prayer

22  And we will receive from him whatever we ask because we obey him and do the things that please him.


Obedience is the result of the Holy Spirit's working in his people, teaching them to desire God's will, so that their prayers grow out of this accord between God's will and theirs.
-labc


3.  One Command – Two Parts

23  And this is his commandment: We must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as he commanded us.

· believe in the Name of Jesus
· AND love one another


4.  Mutual Indwelling

24  Those who obey God’s commandments remain in fellowship with him, and he with them. And we know he lives in us because the Spirit he gave us lives in us. 


John 14:20 (NLT) 
20  When I am raised to life again, you will know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.

John 15:5 (NLT) 
5  “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.



Am I ATTACHED?








Application

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a result of active listening to AND applying the truth by real deeds of love, Christians can calm their disapproving (guilty) hearts and achieve boldness in prayer, and their prayers will be answered !!



Here’s Where We’re At: 

BECAUSE AN AUTHENTIC BELIEVER:
· Has encountered Jesus
· Obeys God’s Word 
· Loves One Another  
· Does not love this world  
· Knows the Truth   
· Remains Faithful  
· Is a child of God  
· Demonstrates love 
· Does not keep sinning 
THEY CAN EXPECT THESE RESULTS:
· They will be: confident in their faith  
· They will be: discerning 
· They will be: maturing 
· They will be: victorious 



Response:

What is God speaking to me?

Specifically, how will I obey Him?
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2 Timothy. 1:5

Iremember your genuine faiths

...and | know that samé faith
continues strong in you.
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Authentic

Introduction





“The best way to show that you 

are an authentic follower of Jesus

is to BE a follower of Jesus.”

-Tyrone Daniel



Matthew 7:20-23
20  Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions. 21  “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. 22  On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’ 23  But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’ 





Moralistic Therapeutic Deism:



 “If I do good – I’ll feel good”



1 John 1:5-10 

This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all. 6  So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. 7  But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8  If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9  But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 10  If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts. 



 

1.  “God is _______________”



· God is light by nature and character



Revelation 22:5 

And there will be no night there—no need for lamps or sun—for the Lord God will shine on them. And they will reign forever and ever. 



· God is light in that He reveals the truth of all things





2.  “there is no _________________ in Him”



· darkness describes both the state and works of a person 

· symbolizes sin and evil

· everything that life should not be . . . 







Application



1.  Am I walking in __________________?



1. The darkness means that a person is __________________ of God.

 

Romans 1:21 

Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused.

  







2. The darkness means evil ____________________ and deeds.



John 3:19-21 

And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20  All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21  But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.”

 



3. The darkness means a person’s _____________, that their nature is darkness.



Ephesians 5:8 

For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as people of light!

 

 Matthew 6:22-23 

“Your eye is a lamp that provides light for your body. When your eye is good, your whole body is filled with light. 23  But when your eye is bad, your whole body is filled with darkness. And if the light you think you have is actually darkness, how deep that darkness is!

  

2 Corinthians 6:14 

Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness? 

 



4.  The darkness means that a person is _______________________ in life.

 

Ephesians 5:11 

Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and darkness; instead, expose them. 





5.  The darkness means that a person ________________ in darkness.



1 Thessalonians 5:4-5 

But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. 5  For you are all children of the light and of the day; we don’t belong to darkness and night.

 

 



6.  The darkness means the influence and power of ____________.

 

Acts 26:18 

to open their eyes, so they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God. Then they will receive forgiveness for their sins and be given a place among God’s people, who are set apart by faith in me.’ 

 

 2.  Am I walking in the ______________?



God is light. What does this mean for me? It means several things.



a.  God is light by nature and ________________. 



Wherever He is, the splendor, glory, and brilliance of light shines out of His being. 



God is light in that He reveals the light of all things, the truth of all things.

· Jesus, the Light__________________. 

· Jesus, the Light, _________________. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus, the Light, ____________ ___________ ________ darkness.





1 John 1:7-9 

But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8  If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9  But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 





Response:



What is God speaking to me?



Specifically, how will I obey Him?
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