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An Authentic Believer:  Has Discernment


1 John 4:1-6 
Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in the world. 2  This is how we know if they have the Spirit of God: If a person claiming to be a prophet acknowledges that Jesus Christ came in a real body, that person has the Spirit of God. 3  But if someone claims to be a prophet and does not acknowledge the truth about Jesus, that person is not from God. Such a person has the spirit of the Antichrist, which you heard is coming into the world and indeed is already here. 4  But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over those people, because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world. 5  Those people belong to this world, so they speak from the world’s viewpoint, and the world listens to them. 6  But we belong to God, and those who know God listen to us. If they do not belong to God, they do not listen to us. That is how we know if someone has the Spirit of truth or the spirit of deception. 



What The Bible Says



1.  __________________ Them

You must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in the world. 2  This is how we know if they have the Spirit of 


God: If a person claiming to be a prophet acknowledges that Jesus Christ came in a real body, that person has the Spirit of God.



Docetists, 
· believed in the inherent evil of everything material.
Cerinthus
· maintained that the spirit of the divine Christ descended on the body of the man Jesus at his baptism and then departed from him just before his crucifixion.


2.  __________________: Who or What?

Antichrist is everything that is anti Christ. 
· In other words, 
· it is everything that opposes Christ 
· and the Gospel of Christ.


3.  How can one tell if he has the spirit of the antichrist?

A.  They do not acknowledge the ____________ about Jesus v.3

In analyzing the wide spectrum of teachers and books on spirituality available today, the test should be: What do they teach about the person of Jesus Christ?
-labc

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV) 
15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15 (NASB) 
15  Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.



B.  They belong to __________  _________  v.5

Pervading philosophy of the day: Humanism
· there is no God
· evolution
· amorality
· relativism (no absolutes)
· no life after death


C.  They do not listen to ___________ instruction  v.6
· John says:  “that is how we know they do not belong to God”  v.6


2 Corinthians 4:4 
Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. 


4.  Believers have the advantage over the ___________

Greater is He that is in you 
than he that is in the world!


Lie:  “God is not the opposite of the devil”






Application


1.  Understand that the Holy Spirit is ________________ you with wisdom, understanding and discernment.


John 14:17 
He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in you.


[bookmark: _GoBack]2.  Make sure you understand: “It’s all about ______________!”

Colossians 1:15-20 
Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, 16  for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. 17  He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together. 18  Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 19  For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20  and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 
 


Response:

What is God speaking to me?

Specifically, how will I obey Him?
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Authentic

Introduction





“The best way to show that you 

are an authentic follower of Jesus

is to BE a follower of Jesus.”

-Tyrone Daniel



Matthew 7:20-23
20  Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions. 21  “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. 22  On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’ 23  But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’ 





Moralistic Therapeutic Deism:



 “If I do good – I’ll feel good”



1 John 1:5-10 

This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all. 6  So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. 7  But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8  If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9  But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 10  If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts. 



 

1.  “God is _______________”



· God is light by nature and character



Revelation 22:5 

And there will be no night there—no need for lamps or sun—for the Lord God will shine on them. And they will reign forever and ever. 



· God is light in that He reveals the truth of all things





2.  “there is no _________________ in Him”



· darkness describes both the state and works of a person 

· symbolizes sin and evil

· everything that life should not be . . . 







Application



1.  Am I walking in __________________?



1. The darkness means that a person is __________________ of God.

 

Romans 1:21 

Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused.

  







2. The darkness means evil ____________________ and deeds.



John 3:19-21 

And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20  All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21  But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.”

 



3. The darkness means a person’s _____________, that their nature is darkness.



Ephesians 5:8 

For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as people of light!

 

 Matthew 6:22-23 

“Your eye is a lamp that provides light for your body. When your eye is good, your whole body is filled with light. 23  But when your eye is bad, your whole body is filled with darkness. And if the light you think you have is actually darkness, how deep that darkness is!

  

2 Corinthians 6:14 

Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness? 

 



4.  The darkness means that a person is _______________________ in life.

 

Ephesians 5:11 

Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and darkness; instead, expose them. 





5.  The darkness means that a person ________________ in darkness.



1 Thessalonians 5:4-5 

But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. 5  For you are all children of the light and of the day; we don’t belong to darkness and night.

 

 



6.  The darkness means the influence and power of ____________.

 

Acts 26:18 

to open their eyes, so they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God. Then they will receive forgiveness for their sins and be given a place among God’s people, who are set apart by faith in me.’ 

 

 2.  Am I walking in the ______________?



God is light. What does this mean for me? It means several things.



a.  God is light by nature and ________________. 



Wherever He is, the splendor, glory, and brilliance of light shines out of His being. 



God is light in that He reveals the light of all things, the truth of all things.

· Jesus, the Light__________________. 

· Jesus, the Light, _________________. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus, the Light, ____________ ___________ ________ darkness.





1 John 1:7-9 

But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8  If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9  But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 





Response:



What is God speaking to me?



Specifically, how will I obey Him?
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